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Chapter 1

A Dark Night
The evening was dark. Very dark.

The moon and stars were hidden behind the 
thick clouds that stretched across the sky.

With no breeze to stir the leaves, the silence 
hung heavy in the warm night air.

There was no sound at all. The frogs had 
stopped their croaking and even the crickets had 
given up and fallen asleep. It seemed as if the 
whole world slept.

Then a cool east wind picked up and came 
rippling along the ridge of the hillside. Soon the 
clouds parted, began to break up and drifted 
away.

The moon peeped out and shone its light on two 
men, crouching behind bushes, far below.
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They were both dressed in black and seemed to 
be keeping very still, as though waiting for 
someone or something.

They didn’t talk. They just waited.

A sudden sound – a door opening and closing, 
and then the crunch of wheels on gravel – 
seemed to be what they were waiting for.

Two bright beams of light lit up the road in front 
of their hiding place, making them crouch lower 
and turn their faces towards the ground.

The car moved steadily down the drive and then 
away down the road.

As the noise faded the men got up, stretched 
and smiled large, toothy grins at each other.

One nodded to the other and they moved quietly 
towards the house.

Instead of going straight to the front door, the 
men circled the house – one went right, the other 
left – and slipped round to the back.

With a thumbs up signal, they indicated to each 
other that all was well and, after another furtive 
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look over their shoulders, cracked the glass in a 
ground floor window.
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